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Boubyan Island Environmental Assessment and Master Plan
September 09, 2008: http://ikbis.com/triplem/shot/130397
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Boubyan Island is a large, uninhabited island on Kuwait's border with Iraq, in the environmentally sensitive headwaters of the Arabian Gulf. Kuwait's Ministry of Public Works commissioned a major planning effort to study the island's marine and land life and then determine a sustainable development strategy. HOK's master plan recommends creating a new nature preserve on the island's northern half. The plan limits development across the rest of the island to small clusters strategically located to cause minimal environmental impact. These clusters include a new container port and free-trade zone, a lakefront community and a series of low-density resorts.
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Safar announces Failaka Island project to be put out for tender
10/7/2009: http://alwatandaily.alwatan.com.kw/Default.aspx?MgDid=775330&pageId=473
Mervet Abdul Dayem, Staff Writer and agencies
KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and State Minister for Municipal Affairs Dr. Fadhil Safar said Thursday that the next phase of work for the Municipal Council would be the implementation of development projects.
According to a press release, Dr. Safar said during a luncheon held in honor of the Municipal Council members that "the next phase needs cooperation amongst members of the Council and the executive branch of the Municipality for the implementation of these projects."
Safar congratulated the elected members of the council for attaining the confidence of the people and the political leadership, and praised the achievements of the former Municipal Council.
Safar said he welcomed any new proposals coming from the Council, noting that the executive branch of the Municipality would "deal positively with the Council out of public interest."
He noted that the election of the chairman of the Municipal Council from among the appointed or elected members was determined by regulation of the Council.
Meanwhile, it was announced during the meeting that members Shaya AlـShaya and Moussa AlـSarraf would be running for the chairmanship, and the elections would be held during the first meeting of the Council next week.
Safar also said Thursday that his ministry was presently seeking to put Failaka Island''s development project out to tender.
"The ministry is currently holding meetings with the Committee on BOT, Public Works and Municipality to put Failaka Island''s development project out to tender," he told a news conference, marking the recent conclusion of several official deals and contracts.
He wished that the committee, which has to okay development projects in the country, would approve the island project at an early date.
The ministry is carrying out several major projects, mainly a bridge linking Boubyan Island and Sabiyah City, he said, adding that coordination was underway with the Municipality for allocating a plot of land for logistical services at Boubyan Port and Sabbiyah.
"It has also set out an integrated blueprint to provide necessary infrastructure services and utilities to all nationwide areas," the minister added.
Furthermore, the ministry is going to make public a set of fresh projects within the coming few weeks, he said, showing keenness on putting the governmental program of action in place.
"For instance, next week is to be the final date for closing a tender for the building of a new Jaber Hospital project, with the winner to be announced just a couple of days later," he said.
However, he attributed the delay in the implementation of the Jaber Bridge project to the ministry''s eagerness to ensure environmental protection, taking relevant studies by Kuwait University into account.
The Municipal Council has approved the allocation of six locations for new labor cities at different areas in Kuwait, accommodating around 50,000 people each, the minister noted.
"The ministry has signed seven contracts for infrastructure and maintenance services at several ministries and state agencies and departments," Safar said.
"Some contracts have also been hammered out for setting up new public schools and carrying out maintenance works at existing educational facilities."
For his part, Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Engineering of Construction Projects Husam AlـTahous detailed the various projects, including the costs estimated. He said that the AlـAqeela Center project is estimated to costs 12.84 million Kuwaiti dinars over a period of 730 days. He added that the center includes a supermarket, commercial centers, a post office, a police station, and a public park, in addition to other key facilities.
Regarding the establishment of a secondary school in Eqaila area, he said the project''s duration is also set at 730 days at a space of 16,000 square meters and will cost KD 4.74 million.
Assistant Undersecretary for Sanitary Affairs Khaled AlـKhazzi said that the tenth phase of a contract to renew the sewage network in Bayan area is to cost KD 17 million, and is to be executed in 720 days, including changing 75 kilometers of sewage pipelines of 200 millimeters width to 800 millimeters width.
Regarding Jaber City, he indicated that the contract for the main drainage system for Jaber AlـAhmad City, Saad AlـAbdullah suburb and the industrial area of Amghara will cost KD 12.367 million, and require a duration of 1,080 days, including the design and construction of the drainage system over two phases.
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Chinese company helps Kuwait to build Boubyan Island into new city
June 06, 2007: http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200706/06/eng20070606_381244.html
Xinhua
A Chinese national company signed here Tuesday a deal with Kuwait to help building the kingdom's Boubyan Island into a new city. 
The deal for Boubyan port project was signed between the Kuwaiti Ministry of Public Works and the China Harbor Engineering Company. 
After signing the deal, Kuwaiti Minister of Public Works Moussa al-Sarraf noted that the deal is the first part of a three-phase blueprint to build the country's Boubyan Island into a new city on the sea, which includes sea port, residential district as well as natural reserves. 
According to the official, the first phase project includes a 35 km long three-lane bridge, railway, road and ground improvement and its total amount is worth about 400 million U.S. dollars and is expected to be finished in 42 months. 
It is said to be the largest project Chinese companies have won in the Kuwaiti market in recent years. 
Attending the signing ceremony, China's Deputy Minister for Transportation Feng Zhenglin voiced his hope that China would become an active participant in Kuwait's construction and contribute to its booming economic development. 
Located to the northeast of Kuwait City, Boubyan Island is the largest island of Kuwait, extending to 40 km with a width of 25-35 km. 
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250 M Boubyan project given heads up
http://www.internationalfreightweek.com/upl_images/news/250MBoubyanprojectgivenheadsup24May09KuwaitTimes.pdf
KUWAIT: As part of its plans to transform Kuwait into an international financial and commercial center, the government said that it recently completed its plan to execute the project for a new port in Boubyan. Officials said the project will begin when the new government is formed. Sources maintained that the new project will be similar in scale to such undertakings as the Swiss Canal or Aqaba Port in Jordan. The project's cost is set to increase by some KD 250 million, officials said, and the government will choose a number of international companies to head the project alongside national companies and the Ministry of Public Works, the main supervisor of the project. Time estimates for the completion of the project are said to be between five and seven years. Sources close to the projects pointed out that, once completed, such an undertaking will create a substantial income for the state. The sources added that the government is currently in the process of selecting international companies for contracting work for the huge undertaking, Al-Jarida reported.
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Boubyan port tender eyed
May 28, 2009: http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read_news.php?newsid=NDUzMTM1OTI0
KUWAIT" Kuwait plans to launch a tender to develop a port on Boubyan island, located at the mouth of the waterway that leads to Iraq's only port, the state news agency quoted a minister as saying yesterday. A plan to develop a port on the island was ready to be sent to a government committee that approves public sector tenders and contracts, KUNA cited Public Works Minister Fadhel Safar as saying. It gave no further details. In 2004, Kuwait approved a $3.47 billion plan to develop the island into a commercial seaport to position itself to play a key role in Iraq's reconstruction after the 2003 US-led invasion.
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 Kuwaiti official: Boubyan port, causeway projects to see light soon
27/05/2009: http://www.menafn.com/qn_news_story_s.asp?StoryId=1093250898
Nawaf Al-Degbasi
(MENAFN - Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)) The mega projects, Boubyan port and Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad causeway, will see the light soon after referral to the Central Tenders Committee, a senior official said on Wednesday. (MENAFN - Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)) The mega projects, Boubyan port and Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad causeway, will see the light soon after referral to the Central Tenders Committee, a senior official said on Wednesday. Minister of Public Labor and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Dr. Minister of Public Labor and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Dr. Fadel Safar said in a statement to KUNA the venture for the development of the Boubyan port became ready for submission to the commission and would be declared in the gazette, adding that the other project was referred to the commission.  Fadel Safar said in a statement to KUNA the venture for the development of the Boubyan port became ready for submission to the commission and would be declared in the gazette, adding that the other project was referred to the commission. The tenders committee has inquired about certain matters related to the bridge venture, the minister said, indicating that the relevant authorities would reply to the quries ahead of tendering as soon as possible.  The tenders committee has inquired about certain matters related to the bridge venture, the minister said, indicating that the relevant authorities would reply to the quries ahead of tendering as soon as possible. The causeway project is aimed at shortening the distance between the heart of Kuwait with Al-Sabbiah from 104 kilometers to 37.5 km.  The causeway project is aimed at shortening the distance between the heart of Kuwait with Al-Sabbiah from 104 kilometers to 37.5 km.  It is designed to be built across the Kuwait bay. It is designed to be built across the Kuwait bay.
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Boubyan port is essential for Kuwaiti economy -- Al-Hemaidi  
 12/4/2004: http://www.kuna.net.kw/NewsAgenciesPublicSite/ArticleDetails.aspx?Language=en&id=1497741
KUN0040 4 GEN 0195 KUWAIT /KUNA-UTY3 ECO-KUWAIT-KFAED-BOUBYAN Boubyan port is essential for Kuwaiti economy -- Al-Hemaidi By Hanan Al-Qaisi KUWAIT, Dec 4 (KUNA) -- Minister of Public Works and State Minister for Housing Affairs Bader Al-Hemaidi confirmed here Saturday that Boubyan port is essential for the Kuwaiti economy and the process of development. In a speech delivered during a seminar on "The Project of Boubyan Port", organized by Kuwait Fund for Arab and Economic Development (KFAED), Minister Al-Hemaidi said that works on Boubyan port will commence with the beginning of the year 2005, which will contribute in pushing the country's economy forward. Al-Hemaidi stressed that the fund is working hard to attain development locally and outside of Kuwait. The Council of Ministers formed a committee to follow up the construction of Boubyan port, chaired by Minister Al-Hemaidi and the membership of the Energy Minister and Commerce Minister as well as some officials. The government will be in charge of establishing the infrastructure of the port while the private sector will be in charge of constructing the docks, containers and the transportation aspects. -- Meanwhile, Director General of KFAED Bader Al-Humaithi confirmed in a speech that the fund has devoted special care for the project as it aims to develop the island, which represent about five percent of Kuwait total area and turn it into a center for economic activities in the region. Al-Humaithi indicated that the fund was assigned by the government to finance and run the project as well as to prepare the necessary studies to construct the port. Counselor from Kuwait Consulting and Investments Company Methqal Sartawi explored the financial aspects of the project, noting that the costs of the infrastructure is estimated of about 305 million KD, while costs of the port's superstructure is estimated of about 40 million KD. Representatives of marine transportation companies and companies working in the field of shipment have participated in the seminar, in addition to representatives of investment companies and banks, as well as commercial attach{s and members of the diplomatic corp. (end) hq.ea KUNA 041608 Dec 04NNNN
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Kuwait to Develop Boubyan Island Into a Seaport
10 November 2004: http://arabnews.com/?page=6&section=0&article=54290&d=10&m=11&y=2004
Haitham Haddadin, Reuters 
KUWAIT, 10 November 2004 — Kuwait has approved a multi-billion-dollar plan to develop its Boubyan island into a commercial seaport in a bid to position the Gulf Arab state as a main gateway for Iraq’s rebuilding. Trade and Industry Minister Abdullah Al-Tawil told Reuters on Monday that the Council of Ministers gave its approval during its weekly meeting on Sunday to the plan to build the strategic port at the entrance to the northern Gulf.
“The plan was officially approved and the go-ahead was given to the company doing the detail studies,” Tawil said. “We will see the first four berths in Boubyan port in 2008, God willing.”
OPEC nation Kuwait, which controls nearly a 10th of global oil reserves, was the region’s premier trade hub in the 1970s, but now faces competition from more established centers such as Dubai and Bahrain after investors were scared away by the 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, then by Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. But with increased domestic security after the fall of former occupier Saddam Hussein in a US-led war last year in Iraq, Kuwait now wants to lure billions of dollars in foreign direct investment and regain its former role as a trade hub.
“This is going to be one of the important and vital projects for the coming period,” state news agency KUNA said. “It boosts Kuwait’s role as a key station in the regional and international transport system.
“It’s expected that there will be big growth in demand for inbound and outgoing goods from northern Gulf ports as a result of the recent political changes in the region.” The plan, which does not need parliament’s approval, calls for setting up a special company to oversee the project, which could cost as much as $3.47 billion over a possible 30-year lifespan to finish various stages, Tawil said. He said the government would spend about $1 billion initially on building infrastructure, including berths.
But the private sector will build the quays and piers, and will be responsible for container docks and transport systems such as a rail road, bridges and highways, if needed.
“The initial cost to the government will be about $1 billion for infrastructure but the private sector will take care of the rest,” he said. “It will be run by private sector.”
The design, financial studies and tenders will be finished during 2005 while actual works are expected to start in early 2006, the minister added. Asked how many tenders will be issued, he said: “There’s dredging, buildings, highways, there are many things.” The Cabinet formed a committee to follow up the plan headed by Housing and Public Works Minister Badr Al-Humaidi, and grouping Tawil and Energy Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahd Al-Sabah as well as officials from related fields, said Al-Qabas daily. “There’s going to be a massive port...it will be a huge push for the Kuwaiti economy,” Humaidi said in September. 
Kuwait has six ports, three used to export petroleum and refined products and three for non-oil commerce. According to KUNA, Boubyan’s construction will be divided into three stages to end in 2016. It said the port was expected to start receiving vessels at the end of 2008 with four berths that give it a capacity of one million containers per year. But with addition of three berths, capacity will rise to 1.5 million containers then 2.5 million containers later to meet rising demand at the end of the next two decades.
KUNA said the collective capacity of the key five commercial ports in the norhtern Gulf - Kuwait’s Shuwaikh and Shuaiba and Umm Qasr, Zubair and Basra in Iraq - now stood at 40 million tons yearly. But an additional 28 million tons per year would be needed due to higher demand from the two countries.
The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) said in October some $120 million was needed to fund lifting of sunken ships blocking access to Iraq’s main northern Gulf seaports. Many were sunk by military action in the Iran-Iraq war, the 1991 Gulf war and the US-led invasion of Iraq last year.
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Boubyan Port Map in Details
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